
 
 
P.O. BOX 180 
VULCAN, ALBERTA 
T0L 2B0 
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May 19, 2026 

Alan Duguid 
119 Mt Assiniboine Cir SE Calgary, AB T2Z 2N7  
Email: atduguid@shaw.ca

Re: Information Request – Fire Report - Travers Solar  

I am responding to your records request received on May 13, 2026. The request was for general 
information, and we are in receipt of the $25 fee.  

We have retrieved the Incident and Investigation Reports for the March 7, 2026  fire that 
originated at the Travers Solar Farm. The following information was redacted from the record 
that can be released (see attached): 

• Third party information (ATIA S. 19)
• Personal information (ATIA S. 20)

If you have any questions regarding the record, please let me know. 

Sincerely, 

Nels Petersen 
Chief Administrative Officer / Acting Access and Privacy Officer 
cao@vulcancounty.ab.ca 
403-485-2241
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  Public Disclosure Report

      Incident Number
VCES-26-0065

    Incident Date
03/07/2026 15:26:08

    Exposure
000

      Address   #SE_17_15_20_W4,
81520***2101 OR CMD2 IN
COMMAND
  VULCAN COUNTY

    Location Type   Street address

  Cross Street

      Incident type   143 Grass fire

  Incident Begin
Time

  03/07/2026 15:26:08

  Controlled
  Incident End Time   03/07/2026 18:15:05

    Actions Taken
  Extinguishment by fire service personnel
  Fire control or extinguishment, other
  Contain fire (wildland)

    Resources   Sup.   EMS   Other
  Apparatus   11   0   2

  Personnel   27   0   2

      Property Details
  Non Residential
  Residential Units   0
  Buildings Involved   0
  Acres Burned < One
  Acres Burned   0

    Pre Values
  Property   $ Contents   $

    Losses
  Property   $ Contents   $

      On-Site Materials or Products

    Storage Use

    Property Use
  Electric-generating plant
  Mixed Use Property

  Hazmat Released
  None

      Fire Origin   Open area, outside; included are
farmland, field

  Heat Source   Electrical 

  Item First Ignited   Light vegetation - not crop, including
grass

  Material First Ignited   Plastic

    Cause of Ignition

  Factors Contributing to Ignition

    Equipment Involved
  Brand
  Model
  Serial
No
  Year

    Mobile Property Involved
  Mobile Property Type
  Make   Year
 
Model

  VIN
#

  Business Owner
  License Plate #   State

    Equipment Power Source   Equipment Portable
  Fire Suppression Factors
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    Officer in Charge   Rank/Position
   Tompkins   District Chief/

    Incident Summary: March 7, 2026, I, as on-call Chief, was made aware of a possible wildland fire southwest
of Lomond at the Solar Farm. A member from Lomond Fire was going to investigate, and as he was leaving
Lomond identified a large working fire in the vicinity of the Solar Farm. At that time, he asked for additional
resources to be toned out. The exact location was confirmed as the Solar Farm on the south side of HWY 529
and RGE Rd 205. Unit(s) Assigned: Units from Station 19, Station 27, Station 21, Station 20, Station 17 were
requested to respond with all wildland units and tenders. Upon arrival at the scene, the following conditions
were observed: Location: The fire originated in the grassy area of the southwest side solar farm. Size of Fire:
The fire was approximately [X acres/hectares] in size at the time of arrival. Fire Behavior: The fire was
exhibiting fast-moving behavior. When I arrived on scene, it had already jumped RGE RD 205 and had already
moved through the second section of solar panels to the East of RGE RD 205. Fire on the south end was
moving more slowly and had not yet crossed RGE RD 205. Weather Conditions: The weather at the time of the
incident was extremely windy. Topography/Access: The terrain was difficult to manage as we were unable to
access the grounds around the solar farm. It was very tall, dead grass, with slight hills. Time of Day: The
incident occurred during mid-afternoon. Actions Taken: Initial Assessment: After arriving, I assessed the
situation and confirmed that I would need additional personnel and apparatus, so I requested Mutual Aid from
Enchant and Picture Butte for their Tenders and Rapids. A unit from Vauxhall showed up, but it wasn't
requested. Fire Suppression Actions: I assigned 3 Rapid units to the head of the fire on the East side of RGE
RD 205. All tender units were staged at a set of grain bins east of RGE RD 205. At that time, RDFC 
Wyatt arrived on scene, and I assigned him to the west side RGE RD 205 as sector chief. Safety Measures: It
was challenging as the crew was unable to access the solar farm until the operator arrived. It was also difficult
to access the fire, so crews waited and fought the fire once it reached the fence line. Containment Actions:
Once the operator of the Solar Farm arrived, we were able to access inside the fence and contain the fire from
spreading. Cooperation with Other Agencies: The response involved mutual aid from Enchant and Picture
Butte Fire, as well as a unit from Vauxhall. Fire Behavior Monitoring: Throughout the response, fire behavior
was monitored using on-the-ground observation. Outcome: The fire was called loss stop by 17:31:11. The fire
size at termination was estimated at [X acres/hectares]. Conclusion: The incident was cleared, and all units
returned to service. The fire did not result in any fatalities, and the damage to structures was minimal. No
injuries to fire department personnel were reported. The fire was managed and contained in accordance with
standard wildland fire protocols Follow-up Required: RFC will be conducting an investigation by drone for the
size of the fire next week. This report is complete to the best of my knowledge  Tompkins Chief,
Champion Fire Department Chief on Call Last edited by Tompkins,  at 03/08/2026 12:24:08 tend17 /
tend17 Narrative Apparatus Narratives DISPATCH & RESPONSE Water Tender 17 was dispatched to provide
water supply support at near lomond for a reported wildfire. The initial call indicated low water supply and
tenders. Water Tender 17 responded with one personnel. Upon arrival at water supply point, Water Tender 17
was assigned to supply water to vulcan tender for filling of units. The crew immediately began positioning the
unit to ensure continuous water flow for firefighting efforts. INITIAL ACTIONS & WATER SUPPLY
ESTABLISHMENT Water Source Identified: tenders and portable tank at site Water Tender Operations
Initiated: Water shuttle operation began with 4 tenders on scene to ensure a continuous flow of water. Water
Tender 17 was tasked with supplying water to vulcan tender. SUPPORT OPERATIONS & FIRE
SUPPRESSION Ongoing Water Supply: Continuous water flow provided to vulcan tender for rapid and engine
water fills INCIDENT CONTROL & TERMINATION Water Supply Controlled: Water Tender 17 continued
providing support until fire was marked under control. Termination of Water Tender Operations: Water Tender
17 was released from seen

  rapid27
    Incident Summary: At approximately ___15:38_____ on ___March 7, 2026_____, Vulcan County Emergency
Services was requested to provide mutual aid assistance to Champion Fire Department with wildfire, The
request was made by Champion Fire. The incident occurred at Travers Solar Farm. Rapid 27 responder with 3
members. Upon arrival, we reported to Champion 21-01, and responded accordingly to directions.

  tend2101
    Incident Summary: At approximately 15:30 on March 7th, Tender 21 was dispatched to a Wildland Fire in the
area of Travers solar farm. Fire Suppression Actions: When Tender 21 arrived on scene, we were advised to
head south on Range Road 205. Approximately 500 ft down Range Road 205, we encountered fast-moving
flames threatening the nearby solar array. FF Ellis and PFF Payne began attacking the fire using a 38 mm
hose line and hand tools. Shortly after, the flames were extinguished. Rapid 21 arrived at our location, and DC
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Dahl advised us to continue south on Range Road 205 and begin suppression operations in the nearby
ditches. Suppression was initially attempted using the apparatus-mounted turret; however, this was
unsuccessful. FF Ellis and PFF Payne then stretched a hose reel line and began suppressing hotspots.
Approximately 30 minutes later, Tender 21 required a water refill. Upon reaching the water sector, we were
informed that the fire had been contained. DC Tompkins requested all units rendezvous at the water sector.
After a final briefing, Tender 21 was cleared from the scene by Command. Conclusion: The incident was
cleared at approximately 18:30, and all units returned to service. The fire did not result in any fatalities, and the
damage to structures was minimal. No injuries to fire department personnel were reported. The fire was
managed and contained in accordance with standard wildland fire protocols Signed, FF.  Ellis

  rapid19
    Incident Summary: At approximately ___15:29_____ on ___March 7 2026_____, Station ___19__ was
dispatched to a Wildland Fire in the area of the travers solar project . The call was reported to district chief by a
passer by and rapid 19 STOKES and WEST went to investigate with Rapid 19. Rapid 19 got to the corner of hi
way 845 and hi way 529 and called it in requesting a response from stations 20, 21, and 27 The exact location
was confirmed as starting in the solar panels on the SE 7-15-20 W4 and going across the gravel range road
205 to 8-15-20 W4 and going through the solar panels on the NW 1/4 of the section running through the field
making it into W 9-15-20 W4. Unit(s) Assigned: Rapid 19 arrived on scene and went to the head of the fire to
stop and slow the spread of the fire. rapid 20 was the next driving unit and followed the same attack mode
going to the head of the fire to stop and slow the spread. tender 27 arrived on scene and set the water point at
the half way mark along the hi way of 529 in section 8-15-20.  showed up with a blade
tractor and pushed a containment ridge along the edge of the fire. 20-01 arrived on scene and 19-02 handed
command over Initial Conditions/Scene Overview: Upon arrival at the scene, the following conditions were
observed: a very aggressive wildfire with multiple fingers running as multiple heads. the fire was aggressively
burning through the solar project as the fuel levels inside the project were dry and high in volume. outside the
project the file volume was less and was able to run fast but with not a lot of heat. Location: The fire was
located in The exact location was confirmed as starting in the solar panels on the SE 7-15-20 W4 and going
across the gravel range road 205 to 8-15-20 W4 and going through the solar panels on the NW 1/4 of the
section running through the field making it into W 9-15-20 W4. Size of Fire: The fire was approximately 60
acres in size at the time of arrival but was also very dense low smoke and hard to tell. Fire Behavior: The fire
was exhibiting a running fast moving fire. Weather Conditions: The weather at the time of the incident was
approximately 10 above and winds out of the WSW with sustained 40 km gusting to 60. Topography: The
terrain was solar panel project and running into a relatively flat crop land field with pea stubble. the area was
quite soft and muddy making it difficult to move around. Access: to the solar panels was gated off but was able
to get in once the  opened the gates. Time of Day: the incident occurred during the mid
afternoon. Citizen/Incident Needs: The fire posed the following immediate threats to people and property:
Structures/Property Threatened: the solar project panels and wiring were affected and threatened. harming
some of the wiring but no infrastructure was actually burned to my knowledge. Evacuations: none Injuries or
Health Concerns: wild land smoke exposures and some exposures to smoke from unidentified solar panels
and wire that were being burned or exposed to flame. Actions Taken: Initial Assessment: Upon arrival,
personnel assessed the situation and confirmed that the fire was running fast and hard to the east and the
main 2 concerns were to stop the spread of the wild fire before it became to large to handle. and the second
concern was to stop the spread inside of the solar project, but the protocol for fighting fire in there is to let the
fire come to us until there is a representative there. Fire Suppression Actions: Firefighting personnel engaged
in suppression efforts using a rapid truck with a hand-line strung through the cab for water conservation. Safety
Measures: Firefighters maintained safety measures including staying away from the electrical lines in the solar
project. . Air Operations: none Containment Actions: The fire was contained by extinguishing the fire with water
and a containment dozer line with later disk help was created around the wild fire. Cooperation with Other
Agencies: The response involved mutual aid from picture butte and enchant. as well as all Vulcan County
assets Fire Behavior Monitoring: Throughout the response, fire behavior was monitored using on the ground
observations Outcome: The fire was contained at approximately ____17:40____ hours and fully controlled by
____17:55____. The fire size at termination was estimated at 160ac in my estimations. size will be droned
later Conclusion: The incident was cleared at approximately ____17:59____, and all units returned to service.
The fire did not result in any fatalities, and the damage to structures is undetermined but appears minimal. No
injuries to fire department personnel were reported. The fire was managed and contained in accordance with
standard wildland fire protocols Notes: was challenging to get access to the project and was difficult to sit and
watch the fire burn up to the roads to then contain it. nobody called it in. rapid 19 went on a smoke
investigation and found it and called it in although bystanders were present.  showed
up with a dozer blade towed by a tractor, a disk and tractor , and a water truck. 
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showed up with a tractor and water tank too Follow-up Required: FC 2 and other officers will contact the solar
project to determine damages, cause, and size

  rapid21
    DISPATCH & RESPONSE At , 15:46 Rapid Unit 21, a pickup truck with a skid pack, was dispatched to assist
Lomond Fire with a wildland fire at the Travers solar farm. The initial call indicated there was a fast moving
stubble fire approaching the solar farm. Rapid Intervention Unit 21 responded with 5 personnel, including DC
Dahl, FF Van Klei, JFF Van Klei, FF Luffman and FF Neufeld, and was equipped with CET wildland skid pack ,
200-250-gallon tank, Pump Capacity: 265gpm at 50psi, 190gpm at 100psi, 115gpm at 150psi and 45gpm at
200psi. pump and wildland hand tools. While en route, DC Dahl contacted incident command and received an
assignment for rapid intervention and deployment per NFPA 1500. Upon arrival, Rapid Intervention Unit 21
positioned itself at RR205 south of highway 529 to assist with fire suppression. INITIAL ACTIONS & UNIT
DEPLOYMENT Assigned Role: Rapid Intervention Unit 21 was tasked with fire suppression, on the south side
of the incident and was to keep the fire from crossing RR205. Wildland Fire Operations: Unit 21 engaged in
initial attack using the skid pack pump to apply water or foam to the fire's edge, protecting exposures such as
vital infrastructure from ember intrusion. Hand Tools deployed for line construction and mopping up hot spots
along fire perimeter, particularly in the areas with solar panels due to them being energized. Water Application:
Utilized hose line size 5/8" and 1" or handline to suppress the fire and cool hot spots. ACTIVE
INTERVENTION & SUPPORT Fire Suppression Efforts: Rapid Unit 21 used its skid pack to deliver water or
foam to targeted areas, reducing fire spread, especially in areas inaccessible to larger apparatus. Hotspot
extinguishment continued around high-risk areas like outbuildings, vehicles, or brush that posed a threat to
surrounding structures. Rapid 21 worked along the south flank of the fire and around the west end,
extinguishing as we went. 2 members from Rapid 21 followed behind with hand tools and completed mop up
as we went. this was continued until full fire suppression was acheved. Firefighter Rescue and Safety: If
needed, Unit 21 provided support to a Rapid Intervention Team (RIT) or acted as a first responder in case of
firefighter injury or distress Search & Rescue (SAR) operations: Assisted with quickly locating any downed
firefighter or personnel at risk, using basic extrication tools, or providing immediate medical care. Hazardous
Materials or Vehicle Accident: The unit assisted with scene safety and initial hazard assessment, providing spill
containment or fire control for vehicles involved in hazardous materials incidents. Deployed fire suppression
tactics using the skid pack in case of fire caused by accident, or directed hazardous materials personnel to
manage the scene. INCIDENT CONTROL & FIREGROUND SAFETY Termination of Operations: At
approximately 18:00, the fire was under control, and Rapid Intervention Unit 21 was released from active
firefighting duties. The unit transitioned to rehabilitation operations or standby for additional calls. AFTER
ACTION & TERMINATION Units Cleared Scene at approximately 18:00, returning to service or awaiting
additional assignments. Debrief completed with personnel at the incident water staging area, reviewing actions
taken, safety protocols, and any lessons learned.

  eng2704
    Incident Summary: At approximately 15:30 on March 7 . Station 27 was dispatched to a Wildland Fire in the
area of Lomond's district. The call was received from911 dispatch. Unit(s) Assigned: Engine 274 from Station
27 Initial Conditions/Scene Overview: Upon arrival at the scene, the following conditions were observed:
Location: The fire was located in solar farm Size of Fire: The fire was approximately 10 acres in size at the
time of arrival. Fire Behavior: The fire was exhibiting fast moving grass fire Weather Conditions: The weather
at the time of the incident was Windy from the south west. Topography: The terrain was flat. Access: fenced
solar arrays with limited access due to continuous power to solar panels. Time of Day: The incident occurred
during afternoon. Citizen/Incident Needs: The fire posed the following immediate threats to people and
property: Structures/Property Threatened: solar panels and power cables Actions Taken: Initial Assessment:
Upon arrival, personnel assessed the situation and confirmed that the fire was spreading through solar farm
arrays. Fire Suppression Actions: Firefighting personnel engaged in suppression efforts using Type 3 engine.
on arrival on scene, Engine 274 reported to water sector and awaited assignment. Given the task of protecting
the road passing through the middle of a solar array. Using a handline, Engine 274 applied water to road and
grass on the south side to prevent fire spread. Also extinguished any fire that made to to the road. Crew was
informed by IC not to apply water on solar cells or to leave the road to extinguish fires due to risk of
electrocution. Engine 274 then refilled with water from water sector then patrolled with FC03 looking for hot
spots. Safety Measures: Firefighters maintained safety measures including appropriate gear, staying clear of
smoke when possible. Containment Actions: The fire was contained by wildland units Cooperation with Other
Agencies: The response involved mutual aid from outside agencies Fire Behavior Monitoring: Throughout the
response, fire behavior was monitored using on ground observations The incident was cleared at
approximately1800, and all units returned to service. The fire did not result in any fatalities, and the damage to
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structures was unknown. No injuries to fire department personnel were reported. The fire was managed and
contained in accordance with standard wildland fire protocols

  vcmd2
    Units were dispatched to the Travers Solar Farm for a reported running grass fire. While en route, a large
plume of grey/white smoke was visible from Vulcan. Initial arriving units reported a large, fast-moving grass fire
originating within the solar farm compound and spreading beyond the perimeter fence. The fire had crossed
Range Road 205 and was spreading rapidly to the northeast and had entered another section of solar panels
as well as an open stubble field. Upon arrival, District Chief Tomkins had established command. I was directed
to manage suppression operations on the west side of Range Road 205. Significant activity was present on the
roadway with both civilian vehicles and fire apparatus operating in the area. A tractor equipped with a disc was
operating in a stubble field east of Range Road 205. At the time of arrival there was no representation from the
solar facility on scene. Fire crews were actively working to extinguish flames along Range Road 205 and had
begun moving inside the solar farm fencing. I instructed crews not to operate between the solar panel rows, as
all solar equipment was considered live and presented an electrical hazard. Vegetation under the solar arrays
consisted of dry, cured grass approximately 2–3 feet in height. Grass had been mowed between panel rows
but remained unmowed directly beneath the panels. Weather conditions at the time included west winds at
approximately 35 km/h with gusts to 52 km/h, temperature of 17°C, and relative humidity of 33%, contributing
to rapid fire spread. I conducted a drive-around of the west side of the solar farm and observed fire actively
spreading among the panel arrays and advancing north and west. Crews were instructed to remain on the
solar farm access roads and focus suppression efforts on preventing fire from crossing the access roads into
adjacent panel arrays. Additional resources were requested to my location, and crews were able to stop fire
spread across the access roads, preventing extension into additional solar arrays. Active fire remained visible
and audible in the central portion of the southwest array; however, crews were not sent beyond the first set of
cables between panel rows due to electrical hazards. Solar company employees later arrived on scene with
dry chemical extinguishers. They crawled beneath the cable runs and worked to extinguish remaining flames
within the panel rows. Fire department crews continued extinguishment of hotspots where access was safe
and feasible. Once the fire perimeter was contained, Chief Tomkins directed all units to return to the water
supply point located just off Highway 529. I then accompanied Chief Tomkins in Support 1 to conduct a full
drive-around of the incident area to confirm there were no remaining hotspots. One area of smoldering material
was located during this check. Chief Tomkins released all remaining units except Rapid 275. Rapid 275 and I
responded to the hotspot location and extinguished the remaining smoldering areas. Rapid 275 was then
cleared from the scene. Following suppression activities, I met with solar facility employees to discuss the
possible origin of the fire. They reported 

 Further investigation is required to determine the cause. Based on visual assessment of
the burn area, it is estimated that approximately 160 acres of grassland were burned. Complications, There
were several complications that were noted, the tall dry cured vegetation underneath the panels caused rapid
fire spread, the above ground wiring restricted crew movement between the panels, the panels themselves
restrict visibility making it tougher to detect fire location, and the panels change the wind patterns and cause
unpredictable fire behavior, such as fire spread up wind or lateral to the predominant wind direction. This report
is complete to the best of my knowledge.  Wyatt

  rapid17
    Incident Summary: At approximately ___4pm_____ on March 7, Station ___17__ was dispatched to a
Wildland Fire in the area of [describe d as crop and grassland]. Actions Taken: Upon arrival initially attached
hot spots on the north east flank of the fire. Moved to range road 205 ditches on second and third tank. Fire
Suppression Actions: Firefighting personnel engaged in suppression efforts using First two tanks used the
monitor for fire attach, third tank used the hose reel for sod fire suppression Safety Measures: Firefighters
maintained safety measures including personal protective equipment , safety zones, establishing escape
routes, etc. . Containment Actions: The bulk of the fire was contained by farmer supplied disc Conclusion: The
incident was cleared at approximately _____6.pm___, and all station 17 units returned to service. The fire did
not result in any fatalities, the fire was managed and contained in accordance with standard wildland fire
protocols Notes: Third fill  Godkin come in the rapid 17 and ran hose reel putting out hot spot in ditch.

  tend19
    DISPATCH & RESPONSE At [16:34], Water Tender [19] was dispatched to provide water supply support at
SE 17-15-20 for a reported Solar farm/wildland fire. The initial call indicated water support was needed as they
had a fast moving wildland fire, nearest hydrant was at the sheep lot north west of the fires location where a
hydrant was accessible. Water Tender 19 responded with 1 personnel. While en route,  west, district
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deputy Chief confirmed the need for a water shuttle operation per NFPA 1142 based on where the fire was
spreading at a rapid rate and essential need for all available water as the fire was moving at a fast speed and
looked to be about 100 acres. Upon arrival at 16:44, Water Tender 19 was assigned to hold a position at the fill
point where tender 27 had a porta tank dropped for us to fill. The crew immediately began positioning the unit
to ensure continuous water flow for firefighting efforts. INITIAL ACTIONS & WATER SUPPLY
ESTABLISHMENT Water Source Identified: Hydrant North west of the fill point location and the sheep lot
Water Tender Operations Initiated: Tender 19 dumped one load of water in the porta tank and filled again at
the fill point where no more water was needed. SUPPORT OPERATIONS & FIRE SUPPRESSION Tank Refill
Operations: Water Tender 19 was rotated with additional tenders to maintain an uninterrupted water supply.
Tender 19 filled the porta tank so tender 27 could be stationary and continue flow to rapids. Coordination with
Fire Suppression Teams: Communication maintained with Incident Command and fire attack units to ensure
water was effectively directed to high-priority areas. INCIDENT CONTROL & TERMINATION Water Supply
Controlled: Water Tender 19 continued providing support until fire was marked under control at 16:30.
Termination of Water Tender Operations: At 1800, Water Tender 19 was released from water supply
operations and returned to staging for rehydration/maintenance. AFTER ACTION & TERMINATION Command
Terminated at 1800, transferring control to private owners/company. All units cleared the scene at [HH:MM],
returning to service. Debrief completed with personnel at 1800 at the water fill point where all units were
relieved to go back to respected stations.

  sup01
    Incident Summary: March 7, 2026, I, as on-call Chief, was made aware of a possible wildland fire southwest
of Lomond at the Solar Farm. A member from Lomond Fire was going to investigate, and as he was leaving
Lomond identified a large working fire in the vicinity of the Solar Farm. At that time, he asked for additional
resources to be toned out. The exact location was confirmed as the Solar Farm on the south side of HWY 529
and RGE Rd 205. Unit(s) Assigned: Units from Station 19, Station 27, Station 21, Station 20, Station 17 were
requested to respond with all wildland units and tenders. Upon arrival at the scene, the following conditions
were observed: Location: The fire originated in the grassy area of the southwest side solar farm. Size of Fire:
The fire was approximately [X acres/hectares] in size at the time of arrival. Fire Behavior: The fire was
exhibiting fast-moving behavior. When I arrived on scene, it had already jumped RGE RD 205 and had already
moved through the second section of solar panels to the East of RGE RD 205. Fire on the south end was
moving more slowly and had not yet crossed RGE RD 205. Weather Conditions: The weather at the time of the
incident was extremely windy. Topography/Access: The terrain was difficult to manage as we were unable to
access the grounds around the solar farm. It was very tall, dead grass, with slight hills. Time of Day: The
incident occurred during mid-afternoon. Actions Taken: Initial Assessment: After arriving, I assessed the
situation and confirmed that I would need additional personnel and apparatus, so I requested Mutual Aid from
Enchant and Picture Butte for their Tenders and Rapids. A unit from Vauxhall showed up, but it wasn't
requested. Fire Suppression Actions: I assigned 3 Rapid units to the head of the fire on the East side of RGE
RD 205. All tender units were staged at a set of grain bins east of RGE RD 205. At that time, RDFC 
Wyatt arrived on scene, and I assigned him to the west side RGE RD 205 as sector chief. Safety Measures: It
was challenging as the crew was unable to access the solar farm until the operator arrived. It was also difficult
to access the fire, so crews waited and fought the fire once it reached the fence line. Containment Actions:
Once the operator of the Solar Farm arrived, we were able to access inside the fence and contain the fire from
spreading. Cooperation with Other Agencies: The response involved mutual aid from Enchant and Picture
Butte Fire, as well as a unit from Vauxhall. Fire Behavior Monitoring: Throughout the response, fire behavior
was monitored using on-the-ground observation. Outcome: The fire was called loss stop by 17:31:11. The fire
size at termination was estimated at [X acres/hectares]. Conclusion: The incident was cleared, and all units
returned to service. The fire did not result in any fatalities, and the damage to structures was minimal. No
injuries to fire department personnel were reported. The fire was managed and contained in accordance with
standard wildland fire protocols Follow-up Required: RFC will be conducting an investigation by drone for the
size of the fire next week. This report is complete to the best of my knowledge  Tompkins Chief,
Champion Fire Department Chief on Call

  Rapid20
    Incident Summary: At approximately _1530_______ on ___7 Mar 2026_____, Station __20___ was
dispatched to a Wildland Fire to assist Lomond Fire in the area of Travers Solar farm. The call was received
from 911 center. The exact location was confirmed as SE17-15-20 W4. Unit(s) Assigned: Rapid 20 from
Station _20_, Stations 19, 21, 27, 17, Enchant, Vauxhall, and Picture Butte__ responded to the scene with
wildland firefighting equipment Type 1 engine, water tenders, and rapid trucks. Initial Conditions/Scene
Overview: Upon arrival at the scene, the following conditions were observed: Location: The fire was located in
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within the solar panels and on the surrounding grassland. Size of Fire: The fire was numerous acres in size at
the time of arrival. Fire Behavior: The fire was running with the wind, some flames and numerous hot spots.
Weather Conditions: The weather at the time of the incident was warm, cloudy and very windy from the SW.
Topography: The terrain was grassland and stubble field, rolling hills. Access: Off then highway. Solar panels
were located within a fenced area with limited gate access. Time of Day: The incident occurred during daytime.
Actions Taken: Initial Assessment: Upon arrival, personnel assessed the situation and confirmed that the fire
was running ahead of the wind threatening to jump the highway. Tractor and dics were working to control the
head of the fire. Fire Suppression Actions: Firefighting personnel engaged in suppression efforts using hand
tools, water suppression and water tenders. Safety Measures: Firefighters maintained safety measures
including remaining in the black and behind the wind, wearing wildland apparel. Containment Actions: The fire
was contained by farmer discers, and fire apparatus wet line. Cooperation with Other Agencies: Neighboring
fire departments. Outcome: The fire was contained at approximately __1800__ hours and fully controlled by
__1830______. The fire size at termination was estimated at 15 acres. Conclusion: The incident was cleared
at approximately ________, and all units returned to service. The fire did not result in any fatalities, and the
damage to structures was [minimal/significant]. No injuries to fire department personnel were reported. The fire
was managed and contained in accordance with standard wildland fire protocols Notes: Rapid 20 responded
with one and picked up a Lomond member at the scene of the fire and then moved to suppression efforts on
the southside of the fire. Running through one tank of water we were reassigned to the western road to control
the fire moving out of the solar panels to the west. Refilling once again, we were tasked into the western
portion of the solar panels to contain the fire that was coming up to an access road. When fire was
extinguished was returned to command point and received a debrief and where then released from scene. The
above is a true and accurate account to the best of my knowledge,  McDonell Captain Champion Fire
Department

  tend17
    DISPATCH & RESPONSE Water Tender 17 was dispatched to provide water supply support at near lomond
for a reported wildfire. The initial call indicated low water supply and tenders. Water Tender 17 responded with
one personnel. Upon arrival at water supply point, Water Tender 17 was assigned to supply water to vulcan
tender for filling of units. The crew immediately began positioning the unit to ensure continuous water flow for
firefighting efforts. INITIAL ACTIONS & WATER SUPPLY ESTABLISHMENT Water Source Identified: tenders
and portable tank at site Water Tender Operations Initiated: Water shuttle operation began with 4 tenders on
scene to ensure a continuous flow of water. Water Tender 17 was tasked with supplying water to vulcan
tender. SUPPORT OPERATIONS & FIRE SUPPRESSION Ongoing Water Supply: Continuous water flow
provided to vulcan tender for rapid and engine water fills INCIDENT CONTROL & TERMINATION Water
Supply Controlled: Water Tender 17 continued providing support until fire was marked under control.
Termination of Water Tender Operations: Water Tender 17 was released from seen

  rapid2705
    Incident Summary: Station 27 was dispatched to assist Station 19 with a Wildland Fire in the area of Travers
Solar Project. The call was received from the dispatch center. The exact location was confirmed as
SE-17-15-20W4 Rapid 274 responded with 4 members. Myself (District Deputy Chief Schmeelke), FF

 Wiebe, Probationary Firefighter  Schneider, and JrFF  Earl. Initial Conditions/Scene
Overview: Upon arrival at the scene, the following conditions were observed: Location: The fire was located in
a pea stubble field south of the solar farm on both sides of RR205. Fire Behavior: The fire was fast moving
driven by a south west wind. Topography: The terrain was grassland inside the solar farm with adjacent farm
fields of standing stubble. Access: No access issues to the fields but entrance inside the fence for the solar
farm was restricted until units were cleared by IC Time of Day: The incident occurred during
[daytime/nighttime]. Citizen/Incident Needs: The fire posed the following immediate threats the solar panels
within the fenced area of the solar farm. Structures/Property Threatened: [Describe any structures,
infrastructure, or communities at risk, e.g., homes, cabins, power lines]. Actions Taken: Initial Assessment:
Upon arrival, Rapid 275 was assigned fire suppression on the south side of the solar farm east of RR205.
Rapid 275 members worked near and along the south fence line under what was later established as South
Division Command. Fire Suppression Actions: Firefighting personnel engaged in suppression efforts using
hand lines and hand tools. Once suppression in our assigned area was completed Rapid 275 was reassigned
under the command of FC3 Regional Deputy Chief Wyatt where we were assigned to check for hot spots
within the solar farm and hot spot extinguishing along RR205 in the ditch. Rapid 275 remained on hot spot
extinguishment until released from scene by IC. Rapid 275 returned to Station 27 and was placed in service.
This report is completed to the best of my knowledge.  Schmeelke.
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  tend27
    DISPATCH & RESPONSE At 1529hrs, Water Tender 27 was dispatched to provide water supply support at
LL (50.2887,-112.711) for a reported wildfire. The initial call indicated significant fire activity spreading from the
field into the solar panel farm. Water Tender 27 responded with 2 personnel, including Lt.Dick & CPO.Trudel.
While en route, 20-01 confirmed the need for a water shuttle operation per NFPA 1142 based on dispatch
information & 360 size-up. Upon arrival, Water Tender 27 was assigned to provide water supply as well to
assume water sector command. The crew immediately began positioning the units and porta tanks to ensure
continuous water flow for firefighting efforts. INITIAL ACTIONS & WATER SUPPLY ESTABLISHMENT Water
Source Identified: Dry hydrant located west of the sheep barn, tenders from Vulcan county (27,17,19), tenders
from Enchant & Vauxall, tender from Picture Butte and a water truck from local hutterite colony. Water Tender
Operations Initiated: Yes (Porta tanks x2 dropped/filled) Water shuttle operation began with 7 tenders on
scene to ensure a continuous flow of water. Relay pumping established from WEST of SHEEP BARN. Water
Tender 27 and one tender from MD of Taber were tasked with supplying water to suppression units. Water
flow rate was stabilized, ensuring an effective supply for firefighting operations. guidelines were followed to
ensure proper hose placement, pressure, and safety during the water relay. SUPPORT OPERATIONS & FIRE
SUPPRESSION Ongoing Water Supply: Continuous water flow provided to rapid units for fire suppression
efforts at solar farm. Coordination with Fire Suppression Teams: Communication maintained with Incident
Command and fire attack units to ensure water was effectively directed to high-priority areas. INCIDENT
CONTROL & TERMINATION Water Supply Controlled: Water Tender 27 continued providing support until fire
was marked under control at 1900hrs. Termination of Water Tender Operations: At 1900hrs, Water Tender 27
was released from water supply operations. Tender 27 cleared scene returning to station, in service. AFTER
ACTION & TERMINATION Command Terminated at 1900hrs, transferring control to property owners. All units
cleared the scene at approx.; 1900hrs, returning to service. No further action required / Incident referred to
investigator to follow up. CH NFAR LT.Dick

    Declaration
  I declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State that the foregoing information is true and correct.

    Reporting Officer   Rank/Position   Date
   Tompkins   District Chief/   2026-04-22 14:54:46
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Location: Vulcan County Alberta 

Incident Information 

• Incident Name:Axium Solar Farm Fire 

• Incident Number:VCES-26-0065 

• Fire Investigator:  Headrick 

• Date: March 7 2026 

• Time Reported: 15:26:08 

• Time Arrived on Scene: 

• Reporting Agency/Department: 15:32:06 

• Weather Conditions: 

o Temperature: -17 degrees Celsius 

o Wind Speed/Direction: 35Kmh Gusting to 52Kmh from West 

o Humidity:33% 

o Barometric Pressure: 100.1 KPA and rising 

Location Details 

• Solar Facility Name: Axium Solar Farm 

• Nearest City/Town: Village of Lomand 

• Access Route: Range Road 210 

• Legal Land: SE 17 15 20 W4 

• Terrain: 

o Grassland / Prairie 

o Rolling / Flat 

o Gravel access roads 

• Vegetation/Fuel Type: 

o Dry prairie grass 

o Pea stubble 

Incident Description 

• Type of Fire: Fire was called into District chief of Lomond station who asked his members to go out for a 

smoke investigation.  As the members approached the solar farm they confirmed it was a working grass fire 

and requested multiple alarms be struck. 

o Grass fire under panels 

o Electrical equipment fire 

• Estimated Size of Fire: The estimated size of the fire was roughly 150 acres of both grass land and pea 

stubble. 

• Structures/Equipment Involved: 

o Electrical wiring 
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• Fire Behavior Observed: 

o Rapid spread through dry grass 

o Wind-driven flame front 

o Spotting in grassland 

4. Probable Cause 

•  

Detailed Notes: The most probable cause of the fire was determined to be the  

 

 leading to rapid fire spread due to wind being in excess of 60kmh. 

Response 

Initial Units Dispatched: Stations 19, 20, 27, 21, 17, Enchant and picture Butte 

Resources Used 
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• Structural engines 

• Brush trucks 

• Water tenders 

• Wildland crews 

Fire Suppression Actions 

• Grass fire attack with brush trucks 

• Establish fire guard along solar rows 

• Direct attack with water/foam 

• Protect inverter/transformer stations 

Challenges Encountered 

• High winds typical of southern Alberta prairie in excess of 60KmH 

• Limited access between panel rows 

• Electrical hazards from energized equipment 

• Dry grass fuels beneath panels 

• Large, fenced facility trouble knowing where Apparatus needed to respond 

Damage Assessment 

• Area Burned (acres/hectares):150 Acres of grassland and pea stubble 

• Solar Panels Damaged:5 panels sustained scorching but did not melt or ignite 

• Inverter Stations Damaged: None 

• Transformers Damaged: None 

• Perimeter Fence Damage: metal fence no damage 

Estimated Loss: $25,000 As per Axium infrastructure manager. 

Injuries / Safety 

• Firefighter Injuries: NIL 

• Civilian Injuries: NIL 

• Safety Concerns: 

o Electrical hazard 

o Smoke exposure 

o Wind-driven  

Environmental Impact 

• Grassland habitat burned 

• Soil scorching beneath arrays 
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Incident Commander Summary 

Incident Summary: 

March 7, 2026, I, as on-call Chief, was made aware of a possible wildland fire southwest of Lomond at the Solar Farm. A 

member from Lomond Fire was going to investigate, and as he was leaving Lomond identified a large working fire in the 

vicinity of the Solar Farm. At that time, he asked for additional resources to be toned out. The exact location was 

confirmed as the Solar Farm on the south side of HWY 529 and RGE Rd 205. 

 

Unit(s) Assigned: Units from Station 19, Station 27, Station 21, Station 20, Station 17 were requested to respond with all 

wildland units and tenders. 

 

Upon arrival at the scene, the following conditions were observed: 

 

Location: The fire originated in the grassy area of the southwest side solar farm. 

 

Size of Fire: The fire was approximately [X acres/hectares] in size at the time of arrival. 

 

Fire Behavior: The fire was exhibiting fast-moving behavior. When I arrived on scene, it had already jumped RGE RD 205 

and had already moved through the second section of solar panels to the East of RGE RD 205. Fire on the south end was 

moving more slowly and had not yet crossed RGE RD 205. 

 

Weather Conditions: The weather at the time of the incident was extremely windy. 

 

Topography/Access: The terrain was difficult to manage as we were unable to access the grounds around the solar farm. 

It was very tall, dead grass, with slight hills. 

 

Time of Day: The incident occurred during mid-afternoon. 

 

Actions Taken: 

 

Initial Assessment: After arriving, I assessed the situation and confirmed that I would need additional personnel and 

apparatus, so I requested Mutual Aid from Enchant and Picture Butte for their Tenders and Rapids. A unit from Vauxhall 

showed up, but it wasn't requested. 

 

Fire Suppression Actions: I assigned 3 Rapid units to the head of the fire on the East side of RGE RD 205. All tender units 

were staged at a set of grain bins east of RGE RD 205. At that time, RDFC Wyatt arrived on scene, and I assigned 

him to the west side RGE RD 205 as sector chief. 

 

Safety Measures: It was challenging as the crew was unable to access the solar farm until the operator arrived. It was 

also difficult to access the fire, so crews waited and fought the fire once it reached the fence line. 

 

Containment Actions: Once the operator of the Solar Farm arrived, we were able to access inside the fence and contain 

the fire from spreading. 
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Cooperation with Other Agencies: The response involved mutual aid from Enchant and Picture Butte Fire, as well as a 

unit from Vauxhall. 

 

Fire Behavior Monitoring: Throughout the response, fire behavior was monitored using on-the-ground observation. 

 

Outcome: The fire was called loss stop by 17:31:11. The fire size at termination was estimated at [X acres/hectares]. 

 

Conclusion: 

The incident was cleared, and all units returned to service. The fire did not result in any fatalities, and the damage to 

structures was minimal. No injuries to fire department personnel were reported. The fire was managed and contained in 

accordance with standard wildland fire protocols 

 

Follow-up Required: RFC will be conducting an investigation by drone for the size of the fire next week. 

 

 

This report is complete to the best of my knowledge 

 

 Tompkins 

Chief, Champion Fire Department 

Chief on Call 
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